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Abstract. Restricted lexicon refers to words and expressions that are limited in use due to social, cultural, stylistic, or
ethical considerations. In French literature, such vocabulary includes slang, argot, taboo words, vulgarisms, dialectal
expressions, and sociolects that reflect the identity of particular social groups. The use of restricted lexicon in literary
texts serves various artistic functions, including character development, realism, social criticism, and the representation of
cultural diversity. This article examines the role, functions, and stylistic significance of restricted lexicon in French literary
works, highlighting how authors employ these linguistic elements to enrich narrative discourse and convey complex social
realities.

Keywords: restricted lexicon, French literature, argot, slang, taboo language, stylistics, sociolinguistics, literary language.

Annotatsiya. Cheklangan leksika ijtimoiy, madaniy, uslubiy yoki axlogiy omillar sababli qo‘llanish doirasi cheklangan so‘z
va iboralarni anglatadi. Fransuz adabiyotida bunday lug‘aviy birliklarga sleng, argo, tabu so‘zlar, vulgarizmlar, dialektal
ifodalar va muayyan ijtimoiy guruhlarning o‘ziga xosligini aks ettiruvchi sotsiolektlar kiradi. Badiiy matnlarda cheklangan
leksikadan foydalanish obraz yaratish, realizmni kuchaytirish, ijtimoiy tanqgid va madaniy xilma-xillikni ifodalash kabi turli
badiiy vazifalarni bajaradi. Ushbu maqgolada fransuz adabiy asarlarida cheklangan leksikaning o‘rni, vazifalari va uslubiy
ahamiyati tahlil gilinadi hamda mualliflar mazkur lingvistik birliklar orgali badiiy nutqgni boyitishi va murakkab ijtimoiy voge-
liklarni ifodalashi yoritiladi.

Kalit so‘zlar: cheklangan leksika, fransuz adabiyoti, argo, sleng, tabu til, stilistika, sotsiolingvistika, badiiy til.

AHHOTauums. Jlekcmka orpaHU4eHHOro yr|0Tpe6neH|/|$l npeacraenaeTr coboii crnoea u Bblpa>XeHund, UCNoJib30BaHUe
KOTOPbIX OrpaHn4YeHoO couunanbHbIMU, KynbTYPHbIMWU, CTUITUCTUYECKUMU UITN 3TUYECKNMU dakTopamu. Bo C*)paHU,ySCKOVI
nnteparype K TaKoW NIEKCUKE OTHOCATCS CIEHT, apro, Ta6yMpOBaHHa$| JNIeKCUuKa, Bynbrapumsmbl, AUaNEKTHbl€ BbipaXXeHUA
N COUMONEKTbI, OTpaxarwwne NOeHTUYHOCTb OTAENbHbIX COoUManbHbIX rpynmn. Vicnonb3oBaHne NEKCUKN OrpaHN4eHHOro
yr|0Tp66neH|/|$| B XyOOXECTBEHHbIX TEKCTax BbINOJIHAET pa3finyHble XyO0XeCTBEHHbIe (*)yHKLIMM, BKIto4asda cosaaHue
06pa3a nepcoHaxa, ycuneHne peanusma, coumanbHy0 KPDUTUKY U OTpaXeHne KynbTypHOro MHOFOO6pa3I/I$l. B paHHom
CTaTbe pacCcMaTpuBardTCA pPoOrsib, C*)yHKLI,MM n CTUnmMcTn4eckoe 3sHadyeHue IneKCUkn orpaHuny4eHHoro yn0Tpe6neHV|;| BO
(bpaHLl,y3CKI/1X NNTepaTypHbIX Npoun3BeAeHUAX, a Takke aHaln3npyeTcd, Kakum 06pa30M aBTOPbl UCNOMb3YKT OaHHble
A3bIKOBbIE 3NIEMEHThI AN oboraLeHNsi NoBECTBOBATENbHOIO ONCKYypCa 1 nepenadn CNnoXHblX coLunanbHbIX peanuin.

KnioueBble crioBa: fekcuka OrpaHMYeHHOro ynoTpebrneHus, dpaHLly3ckas nuTepatypa, apro, CreHr, TabympoBaHHas
neKcuka, CTUIIMCTUKA, COLMONIMHIBUCTUKA, XYAOXKECTBEHHbIN A3bIK.

INTRODUCTION

Language is one of the principal means through which writers represent social reality and human
experience. Literary texts often incorporate lexical elements that deviate from standard language norms in
order to reflect the diversity of social life. Among these elements, restricted lexicon occupies a significant
position because it allows authors to reproduce authentic speech patterns and express social identities.

In French literature, the use of restricted vocabulary has attracted scholarly attention due to its close
connection with social stratification and cultural representation. Writers such as Victor Hugo, Emile Zola, and
Louis-Ferdinand Céline frequently employed argot, colloquial expressions, and non-standard vocabulary to
depict the realities of socially disadvantaged groups and working-class life. Despite numerous studies on
French literary language, the stylistic and communicative functions of restricted lexicon remain an important
area of investigation.

The purpose of this study is to examine how restricted lexical units are represented in French literary
works and to identify their major functions within literary discourse.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The study of restricted lexicon in French literature is closely connected with sociolinguistic approaches to
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language variation. Gadet emphasizes that French is not a homogeneous linguistic system, but a language
shaped by social, regional, and stylistic differences [1]. From this perspective, non-standard vocabulary,
including argot, slang, vulgarisms, and colloquial expressions, should not be understood merely as incorrect or
marginal language. Rather, such lexical units reflect the social position, cultural background, and communicative
environment of speakers. Calvet also notes that language variation is directly related to social relations, identity,
and power structures [2]. These ideas provide a theoretical basis for analyzing restricted lexicon in literary
texts, where linguistic deviation often becomes a meaningful artistic device.

In French literary tradition, restricted lexicon has been used by many authors to represent social reality
more convincingly. Victor Hugo’s Les Misérables contains numerous examples of argot, especially in the
depiction of lower social groups and specific social environments [3]. In this context, argot functions not only as
a stylistic ornament but also as a marker of social exclusion and group identity. Similarly, Emile Zola’s Germinal
demonstrates how professional, colloquial, and working-class vocabulary can help reconstruct the atmosphere
of industrial society [4]. Through such lexical choices, the author brings literary language closer to everyday
speech and strengthens the realistic representation of nineteenth-century French life.

The stylistic value of restricted lexicon becomes especially visible in the works of Louis-Ferdinand Céline.
In Voyage au bout de la nuit, slang, vulgarisms, and expressive colloquial forms create a tense, emotionally
charged narrative voice [5]. This confirms the view that restricted vocabulary may serve not only social or
realistic purposes but also aesthetic and psychological functions. Charaudeau and Maingueneau’s discourse-
oriented approach also supports the idea that lexical choices in a text are connected with communicative
intention, speaker position, and context [6]. Therefore, previous studies suggest that restricted lexicon in French
literature should be analyzed as a complex phenomenon combining linguistic variation, social representation,
and literary expressiveness.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The study employs qualitative linguistic and literary analysis methods. The research material consists
of selected French literary works, including Victor Hugo'’s Les Misérables, Emile Zola’s Germinal, and Louis-
Ferdinand Céline’'s Voyage au bout de la nuit. These texts were selected because they contain a substantial
number of non-standard lexical forms and provide representative examples of restricted vocabulary usage.

The analysis is based on descriptive, stylistic, and sociolinguistic approaches. The descriptive method
was used to identify different categories of restricted lexicon, including argot, slang, vulgarisms, and taboo
expressions. The stylistic approach enabled the examination of the artistic functions of these lexical items
within literary texts. In addition, the sociolinguistic method was employed to investigate the relationship between
linguistic variation and social identity.

The collected examples were classified according to their communicative and stylistic functions, allowing
a systematic evaluation of their role in literary discourse.

ANALYSIS AND RESULTS

The analysis revealed that restricted lexicon performs several significant functions in French literary works.

First, restricted vocabulary serves as an effective means of characterization. Authors use non-standard
lexical forms to indicate the social status, educational background, and cultural identity of literary characters.
In Les Misérables, for example, the frequent use of argot by lower-class characters differentiates them from
members of the educated elite and contributes to realistic character portrayal.

Second, restricted lexicon enhances literary realism. The works of Emile Zola demonstrate how colloquial
and professional vocabulary can recreate authentic social environments. The use of miners’ and workers’
speech patterns in Germinal allows readers to experience the social realities of nineteenth-century industrial
France.

Third, restricted vocabulary functions as a tool of social criticism. The language of marginalized groups
often reflects social inequalities and social relations and hierarchical structures. Through the representation
of non-standard speech, French authors draw attention to social inequality, exclusion, and difficult living
conditions.

Finally, restricted lexical units contribute to emotional expressiveness. The analysis of Céline’s novels
indicates that slang expressions, vulgarisms, and taboo words intensify emotional impact and create a
dynamic narrative style. Such vocabulary helps convey psychological tension and subjective experience more
effectively than neutral language.

The findings suggest that restricted lexicon constitutes an essential component of French literary language
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rather than a mere deviation from linguistic norms. The presence of argot, slang, and other non-standard lexical
forms reflects the social diversity of French society and allows authors to create more authentic literary worlds.

The results are consistent with sociolinguistic theories that regard language variation as an indicator
of social identity. Restricted vocabulary functions as a marker of class membership, professional affiliation,
regional background, and cultural belonging. Consequently, literary texts employing such vocabulary provide
valuable insights into social structures and cultural dynamics.

Moreover, the artistic significance of restricted lexicon extends beyond realism. By incorporating non-
standard language, authors challenge traditional literary conventions and enrich stylistic expression. The use
of restricted vocabulary enables the creation of distinctive narrative voices and contributes to the aesthetic
complexity of literary discourse.

Therefore, restricted lexicon should be viewed not only as a linguistic phenomenon but also as an important
literary device that connects language, culture, and society.

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS

The study demonstrates that restricted lexicon plays a crucial role in French literary works. Through argot,
slang, vulgarisms, and other non-standard lexical forms, French authors achieve realism, develop characters,
express emotions, and critique social conditions. The analysis confirms that restricted vocabulary functions as
both a linguistic and artistic resource, contributing significantly to the communicative and aesthetic value of
literary texts.

Future research may focus on the representation of restricted lexicon in contemporary French literature
and digital literary discourse, where new forms of linguistic variation continue to emerge.
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