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Abstract. The higher education of Uzbekistan is undergoing a transformative phase grounded in strategic reforms
towards enhancing international recognition, quality of studies, and institutional autonomy. The country’s initiatives
towards positioning its universities based on global best practices have resulted in increased foreign student admissions,
expansion of universities, and participation in worldwide rankings such as QS and THE. One of the key factors of this
development is the decentralization of higher education governance, which has granted universities increased academic
and financial independence, enabling them to form closer international linkages, access foreign capital, and improve the
quality of education.

Besides, Uzbekistan is carrying out the merger of universities to make the most of resources, consolidate research
potential, and ensure international competitiveness, building its methods on successful experience in France and South
Korea. Furthermore, the nation is emerging as a centre of higher education in Central Asia by actively engaging in
international scientific forums, summits, and educational exhibitions. These efforts not only strengthen Uzbekistan’s
brand of education but also help foster academic diplomacy and international knowledge exchange.

While Uzbekistan has made great strides, in order to maintain this momentum, the policy further needs to be refined, more
investment in research and innovation needs to be made, and institutional independence enhanced. With challenges
being resolved and opportunities emerging on the horizon, Uzbekistan will be a highly regarded regional and international
leader in higher education.

Keywords: Higher education reform in Uzbekistan, university rankings, academic autonomy, financial autonomy,
international collaboration, university consolidation, decentralisation, Central Asia, research and innovation.
Annotatsiya. O‘zbekistonda oliy ta’lim tizimi xalgaro €’tirofni oshirish, ta’lim sifati va institusional mustaqillikni kuchaytirishga
qaratilgan strategik islohotlar asosida jadal transformatsiya bosqichini boshdan kechirmoqda. Jahon ilg’or tajribalariga
moslashish yo‘lida amalga oshirilayotgan tashabbuslar xorijiy talabalar sonining ko‘payishiga, oliy ta’lim muassasalarining
kengayishi va birlashuviga, shuningdek, QS va THE kabi nufuzli xalgaro reytinglarda ishtirok etishga zamin yaratdi. Ushbu
jarayonning muhim omillaridan biri oliy ta’lim boshqaruvida desentralizatsiyaning kuchaytirilishi bo‘lib, bu universitetlarga
akademik va moliyaviy mustagqillik berib, xalgaro hamkorlikni rivojlantirish, xorijiy investitsiyalarni jalb gilish hamda ta’lim
sifatini oshirish imkonini bermoqda.

Bundan tashqari, O‘zbekistonda resurslardan samarali foydalanish, ilmiy salohiyatni birlashtirish va xalgaro
ragobatbardoshlikni oshirish magsadida oliy ta’lim muassasalarini birlashtirish jarayonlari amalga oshiriimogda. Ushbu
yondashuv Fransiya va Janubiy Koreya kabi davlatlarning muvaffagiyatli tajribalariga asoslanadi. Shuningdek, mamlakat
Markaziy Osiyoda oliy ta’lim markaziga aylanish yo‘lida xalgaro ilmiy forumlar, sammitlar va ta’lim ko‘rgazmalarida faol
ishtirok etmoqda. Bu sa’y-harakatlar O‘zbekiston oliy ta’lim brendini mustahkamlash bilan birga, akademik diplomatiya va
xalgaro bilim almashinuvini rivojlantirishga xizmat gilmogda.

Erishilgan yutuglarga garamay, ushbu islohotlar sur’atini saglab golish uchun oliy ta’lim siyosatini yanada takomillashtirish,
ilmiy tadqigotlar va innovatsiyalarga investitsiyalarni oshirish hamda institusional mustagqillikni chuqurlashtirish zarur.
Mavjud muammolarni hal etish va yangi imkoniyatlardan samarali foydalanish O‘zbekistonga oliy ta’lim sohasida
mintaqaviy va xalgaro miqyosda yetakchi o‘rinni egallash imkonini beradi.

Kalit so'zlar: O‘zbekistonda oliy ta’lim islohotlari, universitet reytinglari, akademik mustagqillik, moliyaviy mustaqillik,
xalgaro hamkorlik, universitetlarni birlashtirish, desentralizatsiya, Markaziy Osiyo, ilmiy tadqigotlar va innovatsiyalar.
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AHHOTauusa. CucTema BbIClIEro ob6pasoBaHUst Y30ekucTaHa HAXOAMTCS Ha aTane rnyGokKon TpaHcdopmauum,
OCHOBaHHOMN Ha CTpaTernyecknx pedpopmMax, HanpasneHHbIX Ha MOBbILEHWE MEXOYHapOAHOro NPU3HaHusi, kavecTsa
06pas3oBaHNA U WHCTUTYLMOHAMBHON aBTOHOMUWU. MHMLMATMBLI MO NPUBEOEHWI0 YHUBEPCUTETOB B COOTBETCTBUE C
MVPOBbLIMX CTaHZapTamMu CrocobCTBOBaNM POCTY 4YMCra WHOCTPAHHBLIX CTYOEHTOB, PAaCLUMPEHUIO M OObeOVHEHMIO
BbICLUMX Y4EGHbIX 3aBEAEHUN, a Takke Y4acTUIo CTpaHbl B IMoGanbHbIX pedTUHrax yHUBEPCUTETOB, Taknx kak QS n THE.
OOHVM U3 KoYeBbIX HaKTOPOB 3THX NpeobpasoBaHnUi cTana AeleHTpanusauus ynpasneHusl BbiCLUMM obpasoBaHUeM,
obecrneunBliasl yHMBepcuUTeTaM GOrblUYD aKkageMUYecKyld M (UHAHCOBYD CaMOCTOSATENbHOCTb, YTO MO3BOMMMO
YKpPEnuTb MeXayHapoaHble CBA3W, MPUBMEYb NHOCTPaHHbIN KanuTar 1 NoBbICUTL Ka4ecTBO 06pa3oBaTenibHOro npowecca.

Kpome Toro, B VY3bekucrtaHe peanusyerca nonuTuka OObeAVMHEHWS YHUMBEPCUMTETOB C LUenblo  6bonee
3(hHEKTMBHOIO UCMOMb30BaHNA PECYPCOB, KOHCOMUAALUMW Hay4YHOro MNOoTeHuMana M MOBbILEHUS MeXOyHapOaHOMW
KOHKYPEHTOCNOCOBHOCTN, OCHOBaHHas Ha ycnelwHom onbiTe PpaHuum n KxHon Kopeun. CtpaHa Takke dopmupyerca
KaK permoHarnbHbIN LIeHTP BbiCLLero obpasoBaHnd B LieHTpanbHOM A3un, akTUBHO y4acTBYst B MEXAYHaPOAHbLIX HAYYHbIX
dhopymax, cammmuTax 1 06pasoBaTernbHbIX BbICTaBKax. AT Mepbl CMOCOBCTBYIOT yKpenneHnto obpasosartensHoro 6peHaa
Y3bekncTaHa, pa3BUTUIO akageMU4YecKon AMNIOMaTn U MeXO4yHapoaHOro 0bMeHa 3HaHUSMMN.

HecmoTpss Ha [OCTUrHYTBIA MPOrpecc, AN COXPaHEHUS MONOXUTENbHOW AMHAMUKM HeoOXoaMMOo parnbHenwee
COBEPLLEHCTBOBAHNE roCyAapCTBEHHOW MOMNUTUKW, YBENUYEHNE MHBECTULMIA B HAYYHbIE NCCIEeNOBaHNSA 1 MHHOBaLUK, a
Takxke yrrnyoneHme MHCTUTYLMOHaNbHON aBTOHOMUK. PeLleHne cyLecTByoLmMx npobrnem 1 acheKkTMBHOE UCMONb30BaHNe
HOBbIX BO3MOXHOCTEW MO3BONSAT Y30eKncTaHy 3aHATb AOCTOMHOE MECTO CPEeOU PErvoHarnbHbIX UM MEXOYHapPOOHbIX
nuaepoB B cchepe BbiCLLIEro 06pa3oBaHus.

Krouesble crioea: pedopMbl Bbicllero obpasoBaHUs B Y36eKucTaHe, PeTWHIM YHUBEPCUTETOB, akageMmuyeckasi
aBTOHOMMS!,  (PMHAHCOBasi aBTOHOMUS,  MEXOYHApOOHOe  COTPYAHMYECTBO, OObeduHeHWEe  YHUBEPCUTETOB,
AeueHTpanusauus, LleHtpanbHas Asuvsi, HayyHble UCCMENoBaHNS Y MHHOBALN.

INTRODUCTION

The higher education system plays a significant role in the economic development of any nation. It acts as a
source of innovation, human capital formation, and global competitiveness. In Uzbekistan, the higher education
system has historically faced structural challenges, including low internationalization levels, limited academic
and financial autonomy, and outdated governance models, which hindered its ability to fully contribute to the
country’s economic growth. Meanwhile in Kazakhstan, higher education universities have undergone radical
reforms with a strong focus on academic autonomy, internationalization, and research excellence, which has
led to improved global rankings and increased collaboration with leading universities worldwide. For example:
in the QS World University Rankings 2025, 12 universities of Kazakhstan have secured positions within the
best 1000 global universities (QS Top Universities, 2025).

REVIEW OF LITERATURE ON THE SUBJECT

Uzbekistan’s population is mainly youth and there is a high demand in higher education within the country.
Even though there are a big number of universities in Uzbekistan there is still need for studying abroad, including
in neighboring states. It is believed that Uzbekistan has become third largest nation for students studying
abroad (Mitchell, 2024). Author argues that Uzbekistan aims to improve its system by widening access to
higher education, quality assurance and TNE. Khasanov (2023) believes that Uzbekistan has initiated a chain
of reforms related to granting state universities a greater autonomy, which gives academic department and
faculties right to make decision based on local needs and priorities.

Enroliment rate has been increasing year by year from 571,000 in 2021 to 1,167,868 in 2023 and numbers
are still increasing. To meet this huge demand the number of universities increased from 77 in 2017 to more
than 210 in 2024. Even though a number of new universities (both public and private) were established there is
still demand for studying abroad particularly to neighbor countries (Mitchell, 2024).

Vakhobova (2024) argues that internationalization plays significant role in producing a skilled workforce,
fostering innovation and attracting foreign investments. Which in turn leads to economic growth and greater
integration of Uzbekistan’s economy into global arena. However, Ubaydullaecva (2023) believes that
despite economic and other benefits, historically Uzbekistan’s higher education system was cautious about
internationalization due to promotion of national ideology. Since the approach to higher education was about
preserving cultural identity.
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Three principal components constitute analysis of the higher education reforms in Uzbekistan. The paper
critically analyses official policies, legislation, and regulatory decrees to determine their impact on the sector’s
development. Data analysis is concerned with collecting and analyzing statistical indicators, such as the number
of universities established in recent years, number of internationally accredited universities, global ranking
entrants, which provide an unambiguous picture of trends in the system. Comparative assessment looks into
the reforms in Uzbekistan based on international good practice and compiles different aspects of reforms
within the country to find strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and challenges. Limitation of the methodology
includes the fact that university mergers happened short period before the research. Therefore, it might be
slightly early to draw a conclusion whether it was effective or not.

ANALYSIS AND RESULTS

In recent years, Uzbekistan’s higher education system has demonstrated remarkable progress on the
global stage. Uzbek universities are now actively competing in international rankings, including QS, THE,
Ul GreenMetric, and Webometrics. The increasing recognition and position of Uzbek universities in subject,
thematic and regional rankings highlight their growing global influence. In 2025, three Uzbek universities
entered global university rankings for the first time, a milestone reflecting the country’s commitment to academic
excellence. The National Research University “Tashkent Institute of Irrigation and Agricultural Mechanization
Engineers” (TIIAME) secured the 469th position, National University of Uzbekistan named after Mirzo Ulugbek
(NUUz) took 721-730 place and Tashkent State Technical University took 901-950 place in the “QS World
University Rankings 2026” (QS Top Universities, 2025).

Another notable achievement of 2024 was the international accreditation of 39 educational programs of
universities, confirming their compliance with global education standards. These successes did not happen by
chance, it is the outcome of a chain of large-scale reforms: ensuring the transparency of admission process,
improving the quality of the education, and the special attention of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan
to the education sphere. The adoption of integrated legislation has further strengthened these successes.

One of the critical factors contributing to this global recognition is decentralization within the higher
education system, which grants universities financial and academic independence. This change in policy
enables institutions to manage their resources more effectively, boosting innovation and adaptability to new
trends within academia worldwide. Experts in higher education highlight that autonomy is critical for universities
to become more globally competitive. However, decentralization of higher education is currently limited by the
fact that government still fully regulates the quota allocation and selection process.

Moreover, financial freedom of Uzbek universities enabled them to invest more in marketing of their
services. For instance, Uzbek universities are actively taking part in global forums and congresses, which
frequently present their success through exclusive national pavilions. Apart from strengthening the educational
brand of the country, these interactions provide opportunities for exchanging knowledge and good practices.
Further, organizing important forums in the country indicates that Uzbekistan has become a force to be
reckoned with on the regional higher education map. Participation in the prestigious events organized by QS
and THE is a key in creation of positive image of Uzbek universities in global arena.

Emulated by developed nations, Uzbekistan has come on board to consolidate its universities in order to
optimize resources and enhance the quality of education. An example is the consolidation of various universities
across various areas into integrated institutions that are well placed to counter contemporary academic and
industrial requirements (Table 1).

Table 1: Examples of university mergers in Uzbekistan

Ne Newly established university Base institution
1. Tashkent State University of Economics
2, Tashkent State University of Economics | Tashkent Financial Institute

3.

Fiscal Institute

4. . ) . Bukhara Engineering-Technological Institute
Bukhara State Technical University -

5. Bukhara Institute of Natural Resources Management

6. Namangan Engineering-Technological Institute

7. Namangan State Technical University Namangan Engineering-Construction Institute

8.

Namangan Institute of Textile Industry
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Nukus Mining Institute under Navoi State University of Mining
9. . . . and Technology
Nukus State Technical University - - -
10. Nukus Branch of Tashkent University of Information

Technologies

1" Fergana Polytechnic Institute

12. Fergana State Technical University Fergana Branch of Tashkent University of Information
Technologies

Kokand State Pedagogical Institute

13. - . .
14. Kokand State University Kokand Branch of Tashkent State Technical University
15. Fergana Regional Branch of the Uzbekistan State Institute of
Arts and Culture
Karshi Engineering-Economics Institute
16. Karshi Institute of Irrigation and Agro-Technologies
17. Karshi State Technical University Karshi Branch of Tashkent University of Information
18. Technologies named after Muhammad al-Khwarizmi
19. Shakhrisabz Branch of Tashkent Institute of Chemical
Technology
. ) . . . Termiz Institute of Engineering and Technology
20. Termiz State University of Engineering

Termiz Institute of Agro-Technologies and Innovative

21. and Agro-Technologies
Development.

Andijan Institute of Economics and Construction

22. Andijan State Technical Institute Andijan Faculty of Tashkent Institute of Textile and Light Industry

Andijan Machine Building Institute

The strategy is drawn from excellent models taken by nations whose university consolidation has
enhanced research capability and academic performance. The successful mergers of French universities,
such as the formation of Paris-Saclay University, have enhanced their global rankings, with Paris-Saclay
achieving a position of 64th in the latest Times Higher Education rankings (Dixon, 2025). Similarly, South
Korean universities are pursuing mergers to address declining enroliments and financial pressures, aiming to
strengthen their competitiveness and sustainability (British Council, 2023).

Additionally, Uzbekistan is positioning itself as a hub for central Asian higher education.
Organization of a large number of regional and international forums, conferences and other events
on the territory of the republic serves as an excellent evidence for abovementioned factor. Events such
as “Central Asia as the next center of higher education” as well as “Central Asia Universities Forum”
co-organized with Times Higher Education is believed to be fundamental in country’s attempts in becoming
regional leaders in higher education. These events have enhanced academic diplomacy, fostered knowledge
exchange, and attracted world-class universities and researchers to collaborate with Uzbek institutions.

Moreover, Uzbekistan’s universities have strengthened global partnerships by participating in international
forums, congresses, and academic summits. By the initiative of the Ministry of Higher Education, Science and
Innovations of Uzbekistan a dedicated national pavilion was established at major global education exhibitions
organized by QS and THE ranking agencies. It is believed that it further solidifies the presence of Uzbekistan’s
universities on the international stage.

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

Taking into consideration of all factors mentioned above me may reach the conclusion that the combination
of regulatory reforms, academic autonomy, international accreditation, and global engagement has strengthened
Uzbekistan’s position in the international higher education landscape. Moving forward, Uzbekistan aims to
further expand global collaborations, enhance research capabilities, and continue its upward trajectory in
international rankings.

The higher education sector in Uzbekistan is undergoing a period of transformation, which is supported by
strategic reforms aimed at upgrading international recognition, academic quality, and institutional autonomy.
The nation’s commitment to aligning its universities with international best practices has resulted in the arrival
of foreign students, growth of universities, and increased ranking participation in global rankings such as QS
and THE. Accreditation of study programs with success and entry of Uzbek universities into the global rankings
is the result of this way.
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A substantial contributor to this success is the progressive decentralization of the administration of higher
education, which has freed institutions to obtain greater academic and financial autonomy. This development
has empowered universities to achieve broader international co-operation, receive foreign capital, and improve
teaching quality. Yet, there are still challenges, including the full attainment of autonomy, as government
regulation still influences core areas such as enrollment quotas and selection.

The other crucial strategy is consolidation of universities with the aim of optimizing resources, enhancing
research potential, and being competitive. With international best practice such as the French and South
Korean university consolidations, Uzbekistan is aspiring to create stronger, research-oriented institutions that
compete internationally.

Besides, Uzbekistan is positioning itself as a Central Asian higher education regional hub through
actively hosting and participating in major academic forums, summits, and global education exhibitions. These
initiatives not only are strengthening Uzbekistan’s education brand but also constructing academic diplomacy
and knowledge exchange with the world’s leading institutions.

It is advised for the government to reduce control on enroliment quotas and selection process and
continue to provide the universities with greater academic and financial autonomy. The policy change enables
universities to organize selection process on their own, invest more in research and development, attract
international staff and students.

Additionally, the policy on university consolidations should be continued. However, merged universities
should have a clear short, middle and long-term strategies in order to maximize the impact of the reform

In conclusion, while Uzbekistan has made an amazing amount of progress, to sustain this trend requires
continued improvement in policy, more investment in research and innovation, and more autonomy for
universities. By seizing present challenges and surfing on rising opportunities, Uzbekistan is ready to become
a respected regional and international leader in higher education.
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